
Combing your 
Entertainment and 
Computing into one
Do you live in a small 
space? Well here is an 
idea for consolidating 
your computer and your 
entertainment options. 
Many computer 
manufacturers offer 
“All-In-One” options 
for their computers. For 
this article, I will be 
using the iMac as an 
example, but there are 
many options on the PC 
side as well. 
Particularly the HP 
Omni 200t series which 
offers a TV tuner built 
in (as an option).  When 
combining your 
Entertainment & 
computing together it 
allows you to free up 
valuable space inside 
the house/dorm/etc. and 
it can also sometimes save you some money.

First, you need to choose your all-in-one 
computer. After that you need to decide if 
you’re going to use and over-the-air antenna 
or are you going to download your 
programming. If you go with the downloading 
option then you can use a few different 
services. Netflix has many TV shows that you 
can stream from the site, but they do not 
always have recent episodes. iTunes usually 
has the most TV shows, but you will be 
paying per episodes (rent or purchase). And 

Hulu just recently started 
charging for its services 
and is working with many 
some studios & networks to 
bring more shows to its 
service. Also, there is 
always the option of web 
based shows which are 
usually free.

If you are going to choose 
OTA (Over-The-Air) then 
you will need to purchase 
an HDTV antenna and 
make sure that whatever 
you are connecting to the 
Antenna has a QUAM 

tuner inside. QUAM tuner 
is what allows the HD 
signals to be decoded. For 
the Mac based systems I 
would recommend EyeTV 
(www.elgato.com) and then 
decided which option best 
fits you.

This part is an option, but if 
you’re making this your 
entertainment space as 
well, why not?  Next are 
your sound options. There 
are many makers of 2.1 
style computer speakers 
and these systems consist 
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of two small speakers and a 
subwoofer. Whichever system 
you choose, make sure it can 
decode 5.1 audio from the 
different sources. This should 
give you the best listening 
option.  For the iMac you can 
also convert the headphone jack 
into a digital audio out, should 
you need to output the sound 
that way.

If your All-in-one system gives 
you the option of DVD or Blu-
Ray, I would invest in a Blu-
Ray; this will allow you to play 
both HD material from Blu-Ray 
discs as well as the playback of 
standard DVDs. I say keep the 
options open! For the iMac, this 
is not an option since Apple has 
not placed Blu-Ray drives. You 
can purchase separate USB 
based Blu-Ray drives and there is 
also another option. On the 27 
inch model of the iMac, there is 
the Mini Display port. This port 
can be used with other AV 
devices and this can allow you to 
plug in everything from a game 

system to a standalone Blu-Ray 
player.

If your space has more than 2 
people in it you will probably 
want to go with the larger size 
screens, but as I said, choose the 

options that best fit your needs. 
By combing your Entertainment 
& Computing systems you can 
now do both and take up less 
room. Watch a movie, listen to 
music, surf the web all on the 
same machine. Enjoy!


